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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on June 25, 2008. 

2. Claims 5 and 6 have been examined. 

Response to Amendments 

3. In the instant amendment, claims 5 and 6 have been amended. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 5 is objected to because of minor informality. In line 1, the phrase is 
considered to read as - -[[The]] A computer-readable storage medium 

Appropriate correction is requested. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants' arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
Publication No. 2002/0161825 A1 to Kogoh et al. (art made of record, hereafter 
"Kogoh") in view of US Patent No. 7,325,193 to Edd et al. (art made of record, 
hereafter "Edd"). 

Claim 5: 
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Kogoh discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a 
program for causing a computer to execute operations comprising: 

reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines 
a predetermined number of hierarchical levels (e.g., FIG. 2, [0031], route definitions 
for Leave application and Commutation expenses claim, each route has different 
hierarchical levels for routing/forwarding; FIG. 5, [0034]-[0040]), 

on each of which an approver gives approval to a form, in a work flow of 
a form process (e.g., FIG. 2, [0031], Leave application has approvers such as 
Supervisor -> Personnel Department; Commutation expenses claim has approvers 
such as Supervisor -> Accounting Department; FIG. 9 and related text); 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes 
approvers by the number of hierarchical levels (e.g., FIG. 5-6, 9 and related text), 

by using the read flow definition information (e.g., FIG. 2, [0031], Leave 
application has route definition such as Issuer/Requester -> Supervisor -> Personnel 
Department; Commutation expenses claim has route definition such as 
Issuer/Requester -> Supervisor -> Accounting Department; FIG. 9 and related text); 

reading, from the storing device, screen definition information which 
defines screen items of a screen used in the work flow of the form (e.g., FIG. 7, 
[0052]-[0055], Leave application form; FIG. 2, [0031], Form definition with fields 
"Date", "Reason", "Amount", "Section", ...; [0023]-[0026]) and 

generating a screen program for displaying a listing screen of forms, 
which wait for approval given by the approvers, by using the read screen definition 
information (e.g., FIG. 3-4, [0032]-[0033]) 

wherein the listing screen of forms, which wait for approval by the 
approvers, are generated in response to respective approvals by the approvers (e.g., 
FIG. 7, [0052]-[0055]). 

Kogoh does not explicitly disclose [generating a screen program for displaying 
a screen, which includes] input items of approvers by the number of hierarchical 
level. 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,663 
Art Unit: 2192 



Page 4 



However, in an analogous art, Edd further discloses input items of approvers 
by the number of hierarchical level (e.g., FIG. 6-9, col. 15: 21-53). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Edd's teaching into Kogoh's teaching. One 
would have been motivated to do so to present full controls to a reviewer/approver 
such as "approve", "approve, send to legal", "save and close" as suggested by Edd 
(e.g., col. 15: 21-53). 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kogoh in 
view of US Patent No. 5,754,857 to Gadol (art made of record, hereafter "Gadol"). 
Claim 6: 

Claim 6, which recites the same limitations as those of claim 5, wherein all 
claimed limitations have been addressed and/or set forth above. Therefore, as the 
reference teaches all of the limitations of the above claim, it also teaches all of the 
limitations of claim 6. 

Kogoh does not explicitly discloses flow definition information which defines a 
status of presence of withdrawal of a form forwarded in a work flow of a form process 
and generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes a button for 
withdrawing a form, if the read flow definition information indicates the status of 
presence of withdrawal. 

However, in an analogous art, Gadol further discloses flow definition 
information which defines a status of presence of withdrawal of a form forwarded in a 
work flow of a form process and generating a screen program for displaying a screen, 
which includes a button for withdrawing a form, if the read flow definition information 
indicates the status of presence of withdrawal (e.g., FIG. 6, item 113, col. 10: 56 - 
col. 12: 24). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine Gadol's teaching into Kogoh's teaching. 
One would have been motivated to do so to provide full options (as an user-friendly 
interface) to the requester/user as suggested by Gadol (e.g., col.1 1 : 8-25). 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicants' amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to examiner Thuy 
Dao (Twee), whose telephone/fax numbers are (571) 272 8570 and (571) 273 8570, 
respectively. The examiner can normally be reached on every Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday from 6:00AM to 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam, can be reached at (571) 272 3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273 8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272 2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
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only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Thuy Dao/ /Tuan Q. Dam/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 21 92 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 92 



